GENOA-KINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL BANDS

BAND HANDBOOK & EVENTS CALENDAR

2009-2010

CONCERT BAND, MARCHING BAND,
PEP BAND

Michael Lipinski — Band Director
mlipinsk@agkschools.org — 815.784.5111 ex. 1314




Philosophy of the Genoa-Kingston High School Band Program

At Genoa-Kingston High School we believe that participation in the arts, and specifically music is a crucial
part of a well-rounded education. The performing ensembles offered at Genoa-Kingston High School
strive to provide the best performance opportunities for our students.

Through involvement in the band program, students will not only learn how to advance their ability of
performance on their instruments, but also increase their ability to problem solve and use higher order
thinking skills in order to be an effective and contributing member of the band. The skills learned through
a four year high school music education are skills that can be taken and applied through adulthood and for
the rest of life.

It is the intent and obligation of this program to allow students an outlet for self-expression and creativity.
Through this it is my goal to guide students to keep a solid perspective on life and their futures. By
performing the highest level of literature possible, students will build their confidence, pride, self-
discipline, sense of community, and sense of self.

A Wote from the Dbrecton:

When we finally arrive at the beginning of a new school year, after a well-earned summer break, there is always that
fresh new feeling. We have new students, we have new classes, and we have a brand new beginning. The band
program is no different, and in 2009-2010 we will definitely have a brand new look, feeling, and purpose.

I still cannot put into words how impressed and proud | am at the progress our students have made in just one week of
band camp this year. We have been working very hard to recreate the image of marching band in the community, and
this year the students have really made this mission their own. With a show of comparable difficulty to last year’s
Minimally Speaking (the pit percussion and drumline might want to tell you this year is harder), the students have
already taken impressive command of the technique required to play this year’s selections from Cirgue Du Soleil: La
Nouba. With a new attitude, new uniforms, and a common goal (September’s Phantom Regiment field show
competition), the 2009-2010 Genoa-Kingston Marching Band will set the standard for future years.

Looking much further into the future (but really, it will be here before we know it), we will be taking the music
department “on tour”, with performances in Sandusky, Ohio by the Concert Band, Jazz Ensemble, Marching Band,
Concert Chorus, and Chamber Chorus. This, in addition to the IHSA organization contest, is going to give our students
an intimate look at the standard of excellence we are constantly striving for. | am excited to see our students rise to the
occasion!

What we become as a program lies so much in the hands of our students. Everything we accomplish has to happen
together. The image of this program is what we make of it and this year it looks like that image will be one of
teamwork, character, success, and excellence. Again, | wish there were words to express how excited and proud | am to
be working with this group of students. The only thing I can do is stop trying to speak it, and let you hear the music for
yourselves.

We are planning a Music Department Parent Meet and Greet for Tuesday, August 25" at 7:00pm in the band
room to talk with you about the year’s events, the Ohio trip, and the vision for the program. If you have any

questions regarding band, or anything in this handbook, this is the place to be! Refreshments will be provided!!

Thank you all for your continued support of the Band program and for giving your children the opportunity to be a part
of this wonderful thing called music!

Sincerely,

Michael Lipinski
Director of Bands



Responsibilities of the Students to the G-K High School Band

1.

Come prepared: Every student should come to class everyday with their instrument, in good
working condition, with any necessary accessories (valve oil, grease, reeds, flip folder), music,
and a pencil.

Come ready to work: Every day should show progress, no moving backward!

Show respect: To your instrument, to your peers, to your school etc...

Show pride: For what you do and for your school.

Be committed: Be at performances and rehearsals on time. (Early is on time; on time is late)

Have fun: This handbook might seem overwhelming. NEVER forget number 6.

Rules and Regulations of the Band Room and Program

1.

9.

All school rules including attendance/tardy, disciplinary policies, procedures, regulations, and
criteria listed in the Genoa-Kingston High School 2008-2009 Handbook are strictly enforced in
the band program.

No gum, food, or drink in the band room or practice rooms, unless it is water. Water is good.

Respect all instruments, school or otherwise. School instruments should be treated with the same
care you would treat your own. Never borrow, take, or touch another student’s instrument.

Come to class with a positive attitude everyday. Remember number 6?

Care about your band and your individual sections. Come prepared and expect excellence.

Ask questions. Talk to section leaders, upperclassmen, or myself anytime you need to.

Be on time, especially if we are going somewhere to rehearse (theater, marching field).
Challenge yourself. Do whatever you can to better yourself and improve your playing. Take
advantage of the many opportunities offered here in the band program. Seek out private lessons,

listen to recordings, and ask questions.

“l can’t” means “l won’t”.

10. Have fun! Never forget.

Financial and Instrument Obligations

*Any student/family who has financial difficulty purchasing the required supplies for their instrument or
dress attire should talk to Mr. Lipinski as soon as possible.

1. In order to be a successful musician each student must come to class every day with their instrument in
proper working order. Instruments should be well taken care of and maintained as needed.



e Brass students must all have their own mouthpiece, a bottle of valve oil, and slide grease at all
times. Trumpet and trombone players must own a straight mute and a cup mute for concert band.
Mutes can be purchased through Guzzardo’s music in Rockford and orders can be taken at school.

e Clarinet and Saxophones are required to have at least two spare reeds in their case, spit swabs,
and cork grease.

e All percussionists must have their own stick bag with one pair of concert snare sticks, timpani
mallets, yarn and plastic xylophone mallets. The snare drum line of the GKHS Marching Band
must also own their own marching snare sticks as determined by the Drumline instructor. The pit
percussion section of the GKHS Marching band will be required to own their own mallets as
determined by the pit instructor.

2. Students performing on instruments owned by Genoa-Kingston High School will be required to sign a
contract of care and obligation, which also must be signed by a parent/guardian. This contract will state
that the student is responsible for any damage that would occur to that instrument beyond normal wear, as
determined by the director. Each student is responsible for his/her individual school instrument(s) and will
be charged repair fees due to accidental or intentional damage caused to the instrument. Students playing
school instruments are required to purchase their own mouthpiece, reeds, and necessary supplies.

3. Each student is required to care for his/her own marching band uniform. Any damage to the student’s
assigned garments (which includes the pants, jacket, hat, and plume) will result in the student being
charged for the repair and/or the replacement of the uniform (You will receive and sign a Uniform Contract
Sheet).

4. All students are required to purchase an appropriate lyre and flip folder for their instrument for the
Genoa-Kingston Marching Band, which will also be used for the Pep Band. Students are also responsible
for purchasing extra pages for the flip folders as needed. These items can be purchased through
Guzzardo’s Music in Rockford and orders will be taken at school.

5. All students are required to own a pair of marching band shoes. Shoe orders will take place during band

camp and the first week of school through our representative at Guzzardo’s music in Rockford. The shoes
are very affordable and will last for all four years of high school band.

Concert/Performance Attendance Policies

Dress rehearsals, concerts, pep band games, and festivals decided by the director, are requirements for each
student’s quarterly band grade. Being at school in the assigned location by the designated “call time” is a
requirement to obtain all points possible for the event. Work, sports, school clubs, and other extra-
curricular activities (excluding religious obligations) will not be considered as reasons for missing a
performance. Conflicts with sports/clubs will be worked out between the director and the coach or
sponsor. Contact Mr. Lipinski ASAP with conflicts due to other school obligations. Students who miss a
performance due to an “Unexcused Absence” lose all points for the performance and are unable to make up
the points. Students will be granted an “Excused Absence” from a performance for only the following
reasons: family/religious obligations, family emergencies/illness, and personal illness.

e Ifastudent must miss a performance due to family religious obligations, the parents must inform
Mr. Lipinski in writing no later than two weeks prior to the conflict. This will count as an
“excused absence” and the student will be expected to make the points up within one to two weeks
following the performance.

¢ Inthe case of family/religious obligations, family emergency/illness, or personal illness, parents
should contact Mr. Lipinski via email or the GKHS Band Office phone (815-784-5111 ext. 1314)
prior to the performance. This will be counted as an “excused absence” and the student will be



expected to make up the points within one to two weeks following the performance. The absence
will not be counted as “excused” until Mr. Lipinski has been contacted by the parents.

Concert Dress Attire: Girls — Black dress shirt or blouse. Black pants or floor length black skirt.
Black dress shoes. Boys — White collared shirt with a dark tie, black dress pants (NO JEANS!), black
socks and black dress shoes.

Uniform Care and Responsibilities

While wearing a GKHS Marching Band uniform, whether with or without the band, you represent the band
program, Genoa-Kingston High School, and the community you live in. The wearing of a partial uniform
in public is not acceptable. All member of the GKHS Marching Band will receive the full marching
uniform. Students will be charged additional cleaning fees do to negligence or accidental damage.

In addition to the full marching uniform provided, all students will be required to wear a matching shirt
under the jacket, whether it be the GKHS pep band jersey, or another t-shirt as determined by the director
Additionally, black socks are part of the uniform; white socks will not work with black shoes.
Destruction or damage to any part of the uniform will result in the student being charged for repairs or
replacement of that item. Students will need to buy black gloves for $2.

Private Lesson Information

Every student is strongly encouraged to take private lessons on their instrument. One on one specialized
instruction will advance your ability greatly. If anyone is interested in private lessons you may contact me
for more information. | recommend the NIU Community School for the Arts for outstanding, yet
affordable instruction on all instruments.

Performing Ensembles at GKHS

e The Concert Band is a performing ensemble whose goal is to perform the highest possible level
of wind literature possible. By focusing on the fundamentals necessary for a high school band to
progress in musical ability, the concert band will strive to consistently mature as an ensemble.
The goals of this ensemble are to build proper technique, tone, intonation, rhythm, and sight-
reading. Every student in the Concert Band will be required to perform at all formal concerts, all
football games, all basketball games as determined by the director, as well as complete a “concert
review” every semester. Various “homework” assignments may be assigned to check the progress
of the bands’ understanding of the current material.

¢ The Genoa-Kingston High School Marching Band is a performing ensemble made up of
everyone enrolled in Concert Band. The marching band has three main purposes:

1. Educate the student
2. Support the team
3. Entertain the crowd

The marching band will perform at all home football games (including playoff games if necessary)
and possibly away playoff games (if necessary). The marching band will perform for the entire
length of the game, in the stands provided, to support the team. For halftime, the marching band
will perform two pieces along with field drill that will be learned during class time. There will
never be a cheering section that can out-cheer our band... There is a reason it is an advantage to
play games in your home stadium.



e The GKHS Drumline will consist of percussionists enrolled in Concert Band. While as of right
now this “ensemble” is only scheduled to perform at football and basketball games, it is entirely
possible to extend this group the whole year. After the marching season a percussion ensemble
will be offered to anyone who wishes to participate. The possibilities for a percussion ensemble
include but are not limited to performing concert music and “Stomp” pieces.

e The GKHS Pep Band is a group consisting of students enrolled in Concert Band. Like the
GKHS Marching Band, the Pep Band is here to support the team and entertain the crowd.
Students will be required to play at all scheduled basketball games as determined by the director.
The Pep Band will perform for the entire game with a break after halftime during the 3 quarter.
Again...home court advantage...

e Chamber Ensembles are groups that will be primarily student run. Chamber ensembles may be
started by anyone who wishes to expand their realm of performance at this school. Performance
opportunities will be provided during formal concerts as well as the IHSA Solo and Ensemble
Competition if desired for these ensembles. Anyone interested in starting a chamber ensemble
may contact Mr. Lipinski for information. Possibilities for chamber ensembles include brass
quintets or quartets, flute choirs, woodwind choirs, etc...

Student Grading for the Concert Band

Grading will be determined as follows for students enrolled in Concert Band:
Performances (50 points each)

Rehearsals (25 points each)

Playing Test(s) (100 points each)

Concert Review Paper (2" and 4™ quarter) (50 points)

Attendance, Materials, and Participation (10 points per day)

Performance Point Deductions

Being late for a “call time” will result in a loss of points. Being on time for any performance and staying
the whole time is worth 50 points. Being late to rehearsal beforehand, leaving early, or disruptive behavior
will result in a 25-50% deduction for that game.

Resources for Parents and Students

¢ Band Website: http://sites.google.com/site/gkhsband/

¢ Band Discussion Group on Google (Excellent Communication Tool!):
http://groups.google.com/group/Genoa-Kingston-High-School-Band?pli=1
(Submit your email address to the discussion group, once approved you may view and post as you wish)




**Please fill out this form in its entirety and return to Mr. Lipinski no later than Tuesday August 25th.

Student Acknowledgement

I acknowledge that | have read the 2009-2010 Genoa-Kingston High School Band Handbook and have
received the 2009-2010 Schedule of Performances and agree to follow all rules, regulations, and policies. |
further understand that | am responsible both academically and financially for all information stated in the
handbook.

Student Signature: Date:

Print Name:

Parental Acknowledgement

| acknowledge that | have reviewed the 2009-2010 GKHS Band Handbook with my student and have
received the 2009-2010 Schedule of Performances. | further understand that my student is responsible both
academically and financially for all information stated in this handbook.

Parent Signature: Date:

Print Name:

Website Picture Consent

Last year we launched the GKHS Band Website. During the course of the year photographs will be taken
to document events of the year and many of the pictures may be posted online. Student names will never
be listed with pictures. Please initial one of the following options regarding these pictures:

- | do give permission for the GKHS Band to post any individual or group pictures with my

son/daughter on the GKHS Band website.

- | do not give permission for the GKHS Band to post any individual or group pictures with my
son/daughter on the GKHS Band website.

Please provide your email address for further information and updates about the band program
throughout the year. PLEASE PRINT LEGIBALLY:

Parent email:

Student email:

Band Parent Volunteer Contact

- Yes! | am interested in being an official band parent volunteer! Please contact me! (See Back)

Music Department Informational Meet and Greet:

- Yes! | will attend the 2009-2010 Music Department Meet and Greet on Tuesday, August 25", at
7:00pm. Refreshments will be provided! (See ‘A Note from the Director’ at the beginning of this handbook)



Dear Parents/Guardians:

As the Genoa-Kingston band program continues to improve and evolve, the resources
and demands required to be successful increase. This year’s show is easily bigger and
more complex than the previous two shows combined. That being said, we are in great
need of help from parent volunteers. With five home football games this year, a
competitive field show, a competitive parade, a trip to Sandusky, Ohio among other
things, there are things that need to be done that we simply do not have the manpower to
do ourselves.

For example, we need at least three parents to help with fitting the students in their
marching uniforms and checking them in and out at every marching event. We are ready
to put a system in place to make sure our new uniforms stay looking as good as they do
now.

The amount of percussion used during this year’s field show is almost everything we
could find that we could hit with a stick. We are looking for at least three to five
volunteers to help move this equipment to the field and back (or on and off the truck) at
every marching event.

These are the two biggest and most immediate things we need help with on our list at the
moment. Other things include setting up a snack table for the students during football
games, chaperoning trips, organizing concerts, and helping out with fundraisers. The
Genoa-Kingston High School band students invest so much in this program and continue
to push toward consistent excellence. Let’s work together to make sure they have every
opportunity to climb the next rung on this ladder we are always climbing.

Our parental and community support at performances is overwhelmingly wonderful.
Now is the perfect time to take advantage of the opportunity to get involved in the GKHS
Band and really show these kids how much we appreciate them! Please check Yes! I am
interested in being an official band parent volunteer! Please contact me! on the other
side of this page to get started!

Warmly,

Michael Lipinski
Director of Bands



